RISE   OF   ETHEL   BARRYMORE

in the profession, she sat around in agents' offices for
six months, beating vainly at the door of opportunity.
Finally she got a chance to understudy Elsie De Wolfe,
who was playing with John Drew, in "The Bauble
Shop," at the Empire. One day when that actress be-
came ill this seventeen-year-old child played the part of
a thirty-two-year-old woman with great success. Under-
studies then became her fate for several years. While
playing a part on the road with her uncle in "The
Squire of Dames/' Charles Frohman saw her for the
first time. He looked at her sharply, but said nothing.
Later, during this engagement, she met the man who
was to shape her career.

About this time Miss Barrymore went to London.
Charles had accepted Haddon Chambers's play "The
Tyranny of Tears/' in which John Drew was to star
in America. She got the impression that she would be
cast for one of the two female parts in this play, and
she studied the costuming and other details. With eager
expectancy she called on Frohman in London. Much to
her surprise Frohman said:

"Well, Ethel, what can I do for you?"

"Won't 1 play with Uncle John?" she said.

"No, I am sorry to say you will not," replied
Frohman.

This was a tragic blow. It was in London that Miss
Barrymore received this first great disappointment, and
it was in London that she made her first success. Charles
Frohman, who from this time on became much im-
pressed with her appealing charm and beauty, gave
her a small r61e with the company he sent over with
Gillette to play "Secret Service" in the British capital.
Odette Tyler played the leading comedy part. ' One
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